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President's Report 


With a little trepidation I write the first of 
my monthly reports for our journal. [am 
writing this report while in Wellington on 
Association business. 


On Monday 16th July I attended the 
SFF Small Crops Forum. I gave a 
short presentation on the issues facing 
beekeepers and the flow-on effects 
to pollination. The beneficiaries of 
pollination are becoming acutely aware 
of the need for the provision of effective 
and reliable pollination services for their 
industries. The requirement for research 
into cost-effective varroa management 
should be seen as a priority issue to be 
attended to. We need to collaborate far 
more closely with these groups so that we 
can improve the likelihood of receiving 
better funding for this work and for other 
much needed projects. With the SMR 
work done by Mark Goodwin’s team 
moving into the next phase, we need to 
be able to ensure that these stocks are 
maintained and enhanced. How we can 
obtain sufficient and continued funding 
for this could be a challenge. 


On Tuesday I visited Frank and Mary- 
Ann Lindsay on AFB Management 
Agency business. These two are busily 
working on processing a large number 
of beekeepers who are now being asked 
to get their Disease Recognition Exams 
done to be able to keep their DECA 
status. 


On Wednesday I attended the 60th 
Annual Conference of the New Zealand 
Association for Animal Health and 
Crop Protection (AGCARM). I gave a 
presentation on bee health and wellbeing. 
I brought up issues relating to the 
use of plant protection products and 
agricultural landscapes on bees, as well 
as the problems associated with the use 
of chemicals in the beekeeping industry. 
There is a general awareness among 
the crop protection industry about the 
negative aspects of chemical inputs and 
their effect on beneficial insects, more so 
from the chemical manufacturers than the 
applicators. I believe we need to work 
more closely with AGCARM to resolve 
these issues. Maybe we could collaborate 
in producing a “BeeSafe” programme. It 
was interesting to note that many of the 
issues facing the other groups in the 
primary production sector are much the 
same as for the beekeeping industry. 


These include residues, impediments 
to trade and an aging workforce, with a 
deficit in replacements and inadequate 
recruitment incentives. 


While I was speaking to the AGCARM, 
our case to prevent honey imports from 
Australia was being heard at the Court 
of Appeal. At the time of writing the 
judges had reserved their decision. We 
anxiously await their decision. 


I have also visited our Treasurer and 
AFB NPMS Manager to discuss various 
management issues. 


Annual conference successful 


Our annual conference in Dunedin was 
a great success with a great attendance 
(over 200 registrations). The seminar 
programme provided an impressive list 
of speakers on a variety of relevant topics 
to the industry. Our overseas speaker 
Mike Brown provided the audience with 
some interesting insights into the state of 
beekeeping in England. Unfortunately I 
was unable to listen to his presentations 
because of other duties as a conference 
organiser. Many people were rather 
surprised to learn of the depth of work 
being done by the University of Otago 
on bee behaviour and genetics. 


The conference entertainment was well 
organised. The haggis ceremony was 
very entertaining and the Berry brothers 
were aptly cast as Scots warriors, with 
Mary-Anne Thomason providing the 
good looks. 


The sponsors of the Conference were 
very generous in their support this 
year and made life a lot easier for the 
organisers to put on a good event. Please 
support these companies. 


The Annual General Meeting was notable 
for the number of life memberships 
conferred. These were to Allen McCaw 
of Milton and Bob Blair of Auckland 
for long service to the beekeeping 
industry, and to our former President, 
Jane Lorimer, for her role in getting the 
NBA on to its feet after the problems 
in 2003. The Association was in dire 
straits and she made a brave decision to 
not give up but to get the Association 
back on track. The NBA is now moving 
forward with a progressively increasing 


membership thanks to her course of action. She has worked 
extremely hard in her capacity as President and we thank 
her for her tireless efforts. Tony, who was in on the action, 
acted with the utmost discretion and Jane was unaware of her 
impending fate at the AGM. He now fears for his life, in a 
metaphorical sense. 


The AGM ran quite smoothly and the new Executive Council 
had its first meeting on the Friday. I would like to welcome 
Lewis Olsen from the Waikato Ward and Trevor Corbett from 
the Canterbury Ward as new Executive Council members. 
Trevor has been appointed by the executive to fill a vacancy 
for the Canterbury Ward. Unfortunately I have received a 
letter of resignation from Brian Alexander, our Auckland Ward 
representative for the last two years. The Executive Council 
will now need to seek a suitable person from that Ward to fill 
the position. 


Over the last two years the NBA has been run under our new 
rules. The Executive Council has been finding its feet and 
is now preparing to take the next step forward. With the 
appointment of professional advocates and administrators the 
association has made significant strides in dealing with various 
issues, especially in dealings with government bodies. 


The move by the Bee Industry Group to seek dialogue with 
the NBA was debated at the AGM. This was seen as a 
positive move by those present at the meeting. The debate 
was very restrained considering the strong feelings that many 
members have over the events of 2003. The Chairman of 
BIG, John Hartnell (also an NBA member) was present at our 
Conference, along with a significant number of BIG members. 
Their organisation has put forward a written proposal to the 
NBA that will be discussed at the next Executive Council 
meeting in August. I will have had an informal meeting with 
John by the time this edition of the journal is distributed. 


- Frans Laas a 
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FOR SALE 
Single Brood Box Bee Hives 


Autumn Queens è Numbers to suit 


For more info - Tel: 03 318 2960 or 
Email: Gowanleagold@xtra.co.nz 


New NBA President 
elected 


Frans Laas from Otago has been elected the new president of 
the National Beekeepers’ Association of New Zealand (Inc). 
He was presented with the presidential taonga by outgoing 
President Jane Lorimer at the Annual General Meeting. 


Photo: Jim Edwards 


Frans has provided the following short résumé for those 
NBA members not familiar with him. 


“My involvement in the beekeeping industry began about 12 
years ago when my eldest son wanted to have a few hives 
as a hobby. He soon decided that it wasn’t his scene, and I 
became involved instead. After a stint as a beekeeper with 
Milburn Apiaries I left to go to university in 1998 to complete 
a Bachelor’s degree in Zoology, followed by a postgraduate 
diploma and Master’s degree in Wildlife Management at the 
University of Otago, which I finished in 2003. I am now 
Manager for Betta Bees Research Ltd. I run about 100 
hives of my own producing honey, pollen and a few queens 
and cells. I prefer to deal with small quantities only as my 
workload with Betta Bees is rather time consuming, and this 
restricts my ability to deal with my own operation. 


I live at Mosgiel near Dunedin and I am married to Rosa. 
I have three sons, two of whom still live at home. In my 
limited spare time I like to go bush.” A 


*QUEEN CELLS *CARRICELL INCUBATORS 
*QUEEN BEES *QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 


*John & Judy Dobson 


*RD1 Hastings New Zealand 


*Ph: (06) 870 7070 *Fax: (06) 870 7077 
*Mobile: 0274 494 396 *Email: beeline@xtra.co.nz 
*web address: www.carricel.com www.beezone.co.nz 


Queens available for delivery throughout 
the North Island 
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Don’t risk getting caught with resistant mites this spring. 


Reserve your spring requirements now to ensure supply. 
Payment is only required just prior to delivery. 


Preserve the luxury of choice while we still have it! 
Alternate your Varroa treatment to... 


Apivar® 


The active ingredient in Apivar® is from a different chemical family to that 
used in the other two strip treatments. Apivar® has now been widely used 
by commercial beekeepers throughout the North Island for Autumn and 
Spring treatments and has proved to be highly effective in NZ conditions. 


Apivar® will not cause any residue problems, will not harm your 
queens or bees and is safe and easy to use. 


10 — 90 strips $3.75 each plus G.S.T. 

100 — 990 strips $3.40 each plus G.S.T. 
1000 — 4990 strips $3.10 each plus G.S.T. 
5,000 — 9,990 strips $2.85 each plus G.S.T. 
10,000 plus strips $2.75 each plus G.S.T. 


Dosage Rate: 2 Apivar strips per brood chamber. 
Price includes delivery, except for Rural Delivery. Please add $3.73 plus G.S.T. for 
each 1000 strips or part thereof for Rural Delivery. Phone or email for an order form. 
Payment is required before delivery by cheque or electronic banking. 


S New Zealand Beeswax Ltd 


Postal: Private Bag 6001, GERALDINE 7956, New Zealand | 


Factory: 44 Gladstone St South, ORARI, South Canterbury 
Phone: 64 3 693 9189; Fax: 64 3 693 9780 


Email: info@beeswax.co.nz; Web: www.beeswax.co.nz 


Apivar® is the product and the registered trademark of: 


Veto-pharma S.A. V éto-pharma 
14, avenue du Quebec F-91945 Courtaboeuf Cedex France 
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Two new Executive Council members 


Lewis Olsen from Ohaupo has been elected to represent 
the Waikato Ward and Trevor Corbett is to represent the 
Canterbury Ward. Both attended the first meeting of the new 
Executive Council on Friday 6 July in Dunedin following the 
Annual Conference and AGM. 


Lewis and Trevor have provided the following biographical 
information. 


Lewis Olsen 


I have been beekeeping for the last 39 years and I have had 
at least 20 years as a commercial beekeeper. My beehives 
are used for kiwifruit pollination and honey production. | 
also produce my own queens and provide bees for packages 
for export. I have served as Waikato Branch President in the 
past and currently hold this position. Other positions I have 
served have been on the Pest Management Strategy for AFB 
and as Disease Co-Coordinator for the Branch. 


Ward Representatives should be free thinkers, and there is 
nothing wrong with a good debate which helps with democracy 
and enables our industry to move forward. I believe that I 
will bring practical skills and experience to the Executive, but 
ultimately I will be there to act as the members’ representative. 
I wish to encourage our branch members to set some goals 
and ideas which will help our Executive with the direction of 
the industry. The industry’s strength comes from the NBA 
branches so this is where my effort will go, and if I can help 
to strengthen the branch further, this will be a good thing. | 
will serve the industry with honesty and integrity, with the 
objective of maintaining a profitable business environment 
for our members. 


Trevor Corbett 


I first became interested in beekeeping back in 1989, when a 
friend asked me to help with his hives. Having just finished 
my Air Force career and looking for a new career working 
outside, I took up the offer. It soon became obvious he wanted 
someone to look after his bees as he was too busy with his 
new business interests to look after them. 


Starting with those 30 hives I got a real taste for beekeeping. 
Living in North Canterbury I soon got to hear about the 
Rangiora Academy beekeeping course, which I attended in 
1990. From this I learnt aspects of hive management and did 
work experience with some of the local beekeepers. 


Soon after this I joined the NBA and went to my first 
conference in Tauranga in 1994. Except for the Auckland 
conference in 2002 | have been to every conference since, and 
have made a lot of very good friends over the years. 


In 1996 I was asked to be Canterbury Branch Secretary, a 
position I have held to this day. I got to know most beekeepers 
in Canterbury through arranging monthly meetings, field days, 
AFB disease surveillance, disease recognition courses and 
have been an AP2 since 2000. I was a committee member of 
the 2005 conference in Christchurch. 


I started my business in 1994, running 500 hives. With the 
arrival of varroa in 2000, I decided to reduce my hive numbers 
and find other streams of income until I knew how pastoral 
beekeeping was going to survive in Canterbury. I joined 
FFBIG as a member when it started, mainly to keep in touch 
with all aspects of beekeeping in Canterbury. 


I have three adult children and have just recently remarried. 
All are keen for me to keep up my beekeeping interests. My 
interests outside beekeeping are off roading, tramping, and 
anything to do with travelling and seeing our world. I am 
also a foundation member of the North Canterbury branch of 
Child Cancer Foundation, so I know a bit about fundraising 
for good causes. 


As Central South Island Executive Council member I hope to 
bring all aspects of my past experience together in representing 
members in the area. | will also be working for all levy payers 
with the AFB NPMS. 


New NBA Executive Council. 


mp ee 


The new Executive Council, blinded by the sunlight in snowy 
Dunedin. Left to right: Arthur Day, Barry Foster, Jim Edwards 
(CEO), Neil Farrer (Vice President), Neil Mossop, Pam 
Edwards (Executive Secretary), Trevor Corbett, Frans Laas 
(President), Brian Alexander, Lewis Olsen. 


Wanted to buy or lease 
Honey extracting equipment. Must be RMP compliant. 


Heat exchanger, Wax Honey Centrifuge, 
Auto to semi auto pricker. 


Contact Steve, phone 027 4422207 
or email steve11@orcon.net.nz 


Beehives Wanted 


Must be in good condition 


Please contact Paul 
021 439 641 
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NZ Honey Packers and Exporters AGM and 
General Meeting at NBA Conference 2007 


Around 60 people attended the Honey Packers and Exporters 
AGM held in Dunedin on 2 July, in conjunction with the 
NBA Annual Conference. Officers elected were Allen 
McCaw (Chairman), Mary-Anne Thomason (Secretary), Rod 
McKenzie (Vice Chairman), and Steve Lyttle, Kate White, 
John Hartnell (Committee Members). 


The meeting continued into a general meeting where 
advancing the restructuring of the Association’s constitution 
was discussed, and which still needs further work. Discussion 
also took place on the marketing of Manuka honey in Canada, 
where it is being misrepresented as Australian honey. 


The current situation with respect to the EU residue-testing 
programme for honey was discussed. A vote of thanks was 
recorded to Murray Reid and Byron Taylor of AgriQuality 
Limited for their sterling work in managing the collection 
of revenue for the past six years of the programme. This 
method of collection of the funding is no longer possible with 
the advent of e-cert for exporting bee products, and NZFSA 
is looking at possibilities for a future funding collection 
method. 


Mike Clear from NZFSA provided an update on residues 
issues, including an interesting development in reducing PDB 
residues. He reported on the recent European Union Food 
and Veterinary Office (EU FVO) audit carried out here in 
New Zealand and the expected timeline for a new National 


Feedbee was developed by environmental 
biologists Abdolreza Saffari. This is believed to 
be the first ever scientifically formulated pollen 
substitute created to meet honeybees’ nutritional 
needs. 


Designed to emulate the natural diet of the 
honeybee, this product helps increase colony 
strength and health when natural food sources 
are scarce. 


Studies published in the American Bee Journal 
and Bee Culture show that the product has the 
same nutritional value as pollen and is consumed 
by bees at the same rate. Colonies fed the 
substitute also produced twice as many bees 

and capped brood as well as doubled honey 
production. In addition, research and field trials 
showed that when given a choice, bees consumed 
Feedbee pollen substitute substantially quicker 
and at a higher rate than other pollen substitute 
products. 


Residue Monitoring Programme for honey, which they intend 
to place under the Regulated Control Scheme (RCS) before 
the end of the year. Jim Sim summarised the first round of 
RMP audits, and discussion took place on the classification 
error in the cost-recovery notices that had recently been sent 
to all RMP holders. Greg Zemke-Smith then presented on 
traceability and the official assurances programme. 


This meeting was followed by a workshop by Brian Astridge 
and Greg Zemke-Smith on transfer documentation and e-cert 
training for export assurances. 


Copies of these two presentations are available to Honey 
Packers members by contacting Mary-Anne Thomason (e- 
mail: kintail_ honey@xtra.co.nz.) 


For some time all known bee product packers and exporters 
have been receiving information via the organisation’s HIPEA 
e-mail list. However, this service is due to sunset this year, and 
only financial members of the Association will be listed after 
1 December 2007. All non-member packers and exporters, 
and any other interested parties, are invited to continue 
receiving this service by contacting the Association Secretary 
and becoming financial members. (Mary-Anne Thomason, 
HPA Secretary, c/- Kintail Honey, Sydney Terrace, Takapau, 
Central Hawke’s Bay.) 


- Allen McCaw 
Chairman & 


The proof is in 
the results! 


Made from 100% natural vegetable sources! 


Contains: 
NO pollen 
NO hive products 
NO animal products 
NO soy products 
NO chemicals 


NO GE products 
Formulated, researched and produced in Canada 


$130 per 20 kg bag + GST 


Contact your exclusive Feedbee distributors: 


NZ DISTRIBUTOR: 

Apiary Services Ltd, 

7 Nixon St, Wanganui 4500 

Phone: 0274 579 634, Email: nfarrer@xtra.co.nz 


SOUTH ISLAND AGENT 

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Ltd 

6A Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, 

PO Box 5056, Papanui, Christchurch 
Phone: (03) 358 7498, Fax: (03) 358 8789 


Visit our website: www .feedbee.com 
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Telford Rural Polytechnic annual report to the 
National Beekeepers’ Association of NZ (Inc.), 
Conference AGM Thursday 5 July 2007 


Enrolments and completions 2006—07 


There were 38 students enrolled in 44 apiculture courses 
in 2006. This compares with 38 students enrolling in 47 
apiculture courses as of 28 June 2007. The breakdown of 
student enrolments for apiculture courses in 2006 and 2007 
is outlined below. 


Certificate in Apiculture Level 3 (one year full-time) 


One student (Daniel Adams) graduated with distinction in 
the Telford Certificate in Apiculture Level 3 in 2006. Three 
students are currently enrolled on this full-time Certificate 
course for 2007. 


National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 
(five months full-time) 


Two students (Daniel Adams and Jude Sharpin) completed the 
National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 at Telford during 
the first half of 2006. 


National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 
(one year part-time) 


Four students completed the National Certificate in Apiculture 
Level 2 at Tairawhiti Polytechnic (Gisborne) on 14 July 
2006. 


National Certificate in Apiculture Level 3 (seven months 
full-time) 


One student (Daniel Adams) completed this course in 2006. 
A second course that was scheduled to go ahead as a joint 
delivery between Telford and Tairawhiti Polytechnic did not 
get sufficient numbers. 


Certificate in Queen Bee Rearing Level 4 (block course and 
correspondence) 


Daniel Adams and Jude Sharpin completed the Certificate in 
Queen Bee Rearing Level 4 with distinction in 2006. Sam 
Bell-lyer was awarded a merit pass. 


Six students enrolled in this course in 2007, and they all 
completed the one-month block course. Two students have 
finished the requirements for the course to date. 


Queen Bee Rearing Knowledge Level 4 (six months 
correspondence) 


There were three students enrolled in the course on 16 June 


2006 and there are threee students currently enrolled as of 28 
June 2007. No students completed the course in 2006. 
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Certificate in Apiculture Knowledge Level 3 (one year 
correspondence) 


Fourteen students completed the correspondence course 
during 2006. On 16 June 2006 there were 30 students enrolled 
in this course. There are currently 29 students enrolled in the 
course as of 28 June 2007. 


Bursaries and Awards 


NZ Honey Industry Trust bursary of $3,200 to Daniel 
Adams (Hamilton). 

Beeline Supplies, queen bee rearing bursary of $300 to Jude 
Sharpin (South Otago). 

Airborne Honey bursary of $500 for high all-round 
achievement in apiculture to Daniel Adams. 

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Achievement Award: first 
prize of $200 of beekeeping equipment for the student with 
the highest aggregate marks on the Certificate in Apiculture 
Knowledge correspondence course to Christopher Shaw (Te 
Anau). 

Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies Achievement Award: second 
prize of $100 of beekeeping equipment for the student with 
the second highest aggregate marks on the Certificate in 
Apiculture Knowledge course to Barbara Pimm (Opotiki). 
Graeme Clarke cup for the best queen bee breeder to Daniel 
Adams. 

Telford Graduate’s Association Award for student with 
the highest aggregate marks from an urban background to 
Daniel Adams. 


Telford—Christchurch Polytechnic (CPIT) joint 
venture 


Telford and Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology 
have formed a Memorandum of Agreement to jointly deliver 
the National Certificate in Apiculture Level 2 course at the 
CPIT, Seven Oaks, Horticulture campus. The tutors will 
include Dr David Woodward, Bill Martin, Jeff Robinson 
and Maggie James. Advertising has begun through papers, 
mailouts, local beekeeping organisations and conferences 
to attract potential students. The anticipated start date is 13 
August 2007 with two five-day blocks, one three-day block 
and seven weekend blocks and finishes on 18 May 2008. The 
course is 56 credits (NZQA) and the course fee is $1,420. 


Proposed two new Telford Certificates in Honey 
Production and Bee Diseases 


Two new certificates, the Telford Certificate in Honey 
Production (40 credits) and the Telford Certificate in Bee 
Diseases (40 credits), have been approved by the Telford 
Academic Board. These two certificates are being submitted 
to the Tertiary Education Commission for funding. The 
two new certificates have been endorsed by the National 
Beekeepers’ Association. 
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New secondary school beekeeping course (video 
conferencing/e-learning) 


A new apiculture e-learning (video conferencing) course 
of 20 credits started at the beginning of term one (February 
2007) with one student enrolled at Level 2 from Darfield High 
school. The course comprises six topics, of which five are 
NZQA unit standards and one is a Telford module. All topics 
are at Level 2 (6th form/year 12). The course is taught in the 
Telford e-learning studio for one hour per week for about 34 
weeks during the school year. It is all theory-based learning. 
There are approximately 200 e-learning students enrolled 
with Telford in five different subject areas from throughout 
New Zealand. 


Publication of Queen Bee Rearing book and 
revamp of Queen Bee Rearing course 


The book entitled Queen Bee: Biology, Rearing and Breeding 
written by Dr David Woodward was published by Telford 
Rural Polytechnic on 8 March. Copies of the book are available 
from the Telford book shop for $40 (including GST). The 
books are also available from Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies and 
Beeline Supplies. The book has become part of the Certificate 
in Queen Bee Rearing and Queen Bee Rearing Knowledge 
courses. Modules have been updated to include the book as 
the major required reading. 


DECA (Disease Elimination Conformity 
Agreement) course 


DECA courses were run on 15 July in Gisborne and on 31 
October at Telford with about 10 participants, including the 


full-time students in each course. The next DECA course to 
run will be at Telford on Friday 31 August 2007. 


Introductory beekeeping course 


Two free introductory beekeeping courses were run on 5 
and 19 November 2006 in the Mosgiel area. There were six 
students on the first course and 10 on the second course. 


Honey house RMP audit 


The first AgriQuality audit of the Telford honey house was 
carried out on 13 March 2007. The audit looked at three 
areas: 


(1) design construction, and maintenance of buildings, 
facilities and equipment 

(2) cleaning and sanitation 

(3) honey processing, including inventory control and 
traceability. 


The honey house met the requirements of the first audit, with 
some minor painting being undertaken in the hot room, The 
cost of the 40-minute audit was $739, compared to $65 for 
inspection by the district council last year. 


Varroa surveillance 


The students were involved in varroa surveillance in the 
South Otago area over a 2-3 day period (7-9 April 2007). 
Approximately 100 hives within a 20-kilometre radius of 


Continued on page 10 


Bee Disease Seminar 


31st August 2007 
One day only at Telford 


Disease Elimination Conformity 
Agreement one day training course 


Cost: $50 


(includes exam fee) 


Contact us for more information about our 
full time and distance learning courses 


ENROLLING NOW 


0800 835 367 
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www.telford.ac.nz 


TELFORD 


RURAL POLYTECHNIC 


Te Whare Wanaka O Puerua 


Balclutha, South Otago 
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Telford were sampled, with David Woodward registered as an 
AP2 and the students working under his supervision. 


Field trip 


Students were taken on a three-day field trip (10-13 June 
2007) which included: the NZ Honey Producers Cooperative 
packing plant and warehouse (Ian Gebbie and Kevin 
Guthrie), Pleasant Point Apiaries (Paul Bartrum), Honey 
Valley NZ Ltd (Steven Lyttle), NZ Beeswax (Peter Lyttle), 
Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies (Stuart Ecroyd), the Canterbury 
Agricultural Science Centre (Dr Barry Donovan) for a talk on 
native and introduced bee species, Havill’s Mazer Mead Co. 
Ltd (Leon Havill) to sample some honey mead, and the NZBIG 
conference in Ashburton to hear speakers on management for 
varroa, conservation of pollinators, pollination opportunities 
and residues. 


Field day 


The Otago—Southland NBA branch held a field day at Telford 
from 10 am to 4 pm on Saturday 7 October 2006. The field 
day was attended by about 20 beekeepers. Guest speakers 
spoke on subjects including apiculture training, bee disease 
strategies, bee breeding and varroa mite, with demonstrations 
of queen cell bars, making up nucs and top hives, artificial 
insemination and a smoker lighting competition. Participants 
were given the option of sitting a DECA test and about six 
beekeepers completed the test. 


- Dr David Woodward 
Head of Department, Apiculture 
Telford Rural Polytechnic & 


Back Relief — The Solution 
Ezyloader — 200MH 
FOR SALE 


e Remote control 

e Automatic levelling at a push of a button 
© Suit deck width 2.290 meters 

è Excellent condition & well maintained 


$20000 o.n.o. 


Contact Paul Hislop 021 644 113 
paul @hislops-wholefoods.co.nz 
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Bee Products Standards 
Council report 


The Bee Products Standards Council (BPSC) met in Dunedin 
on Monday 2 July 2007. 


EU audit 


Mike Clear from the New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
(NZFSA) gave a residues update in which he reported on the 
recent EU Food and Veterinary Office audit that had concluded 
the bee products residue programme was insufficiently 
robust. They will now require that honey be incorporated 
in the Regulated Control Scheme (RCS) for bee products. 
The NZFSA has had to agree and will give priority to this 
development. 


An RCS may assist to counter the requests for assurances that 
have been coming from several Asian countries. An RCS 
does not differentiate between domestic and export markets. 
It seems that the cost recovery for a RCS will be on a per kg 
basis in each RMP. The resultant cost impact may determine 
whether exporters continue to supply the EU market. 


RMP audits 


At the end of May there were 205 premises and 30 stores 
that had been audited. A compliance audit was being 
completed and was expected to give issues that need to 
be resolved including Code of Practice deficiencies. The 
primary purpose of audit was to ensure that the Verification 
Agency and AgriQuality Limited were auditing on same basis. 
Residues issues highlighted further concerns. There may be 
some scope to review the number of audits. The number of 
audits for storage facilities needs to be related to the seasonal 
period—two audits over six months versus four audits over 
12 months, 


Risks with shared containers 


Product under different certificates should be able to be cleared 
separately. For example, if your consignment is in the same 
container as a meat product consignment that is detained, 
you should expect your bee products to be released if all the 
importing requirements have been met. Exporters having 
problems with clearance at their market border should request 
assistance from NZFSA: Drasko Pavlovic manages border 
rejections and he will involve the appropriate programme 
manager. Separate certificates may be clearly applied for but 
will incur separate fees. 


Bee Products Standards Council funding 


There was discussion on the funding of the BPSC, which forms 
the industry interface with the NZFSA. It was acknowledged 
that there are widespread benefits to wider members of the 
industry. To date, the funding for the Council has come 
only from the NBA and the Honey Packers and Exporters 
Association. It was agreed that funding should come from 


Continued on page 14 
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American Foulbrood National Pest Management 
Strategy (AFB NPMS) Report 


1 July 2006-30 June 2007 


Introduction and background 


New Zealand has had legislation to control AFB since 1906. 
The most recent change in that legislation occurred in 1998, 
when the Biosecurity (American Foulbrood National Pest 
Management Strategy) Order was passed into law. The Order 
established an American Foulbrood Pest Management Strategy 
(AFB NPMS) under the Biosecurity Act 1993. 


The Biosecurity Act 1993 allows New Zealand agricultural 
industries affected by a pest or disease to determine their own 
goals and strategy for its control, and to use legal powers to 
ensure the strategy is carried out. In the case of AFB, the 
NBA (being the main representative organisation representing 
the beekeeping industry) developed the AFB NPMS, and 
went through the process of having the strategy approved by 
government. 


The Management Agency for the AFB NPMS is the NBA. 
The NBA has a statutory responsibility to implement the AFB 
NPMS, which comprises a range of regulatory and educational 
programmes. The strategy is funded using income generated 
from a mandatory levy on beekeepers and apiaries through 
the Biosecurity (American Foulbrood— Apiary and Beekeeper 
Levy) Order 2003. 


The Management Agency 


The Management Agency for the reporting period consisted 
of the following NBA representatives: 


Ms Jane Lorimer (Chairperson) Waikato 
Mr Neil Farrer Southern North Island 


Mr Brian Alexander Auckland 

Mr Barry Foster Poverty Bay 
Mr Neil Mossop Bay of Plenty 
Mr Arthur Day Marlborough 
Mr Frans Laas Otago 


The Management Agency has met on 12 separate occasions 
during the reporting period, two of which were ‘face to face’ 
meetings in Wellington. 


Future make up of the Management Agency 


During the 2006 Annual General Meeting in Hamilton, 
NBA members voted to accept a notice of motion promoted 
by the Bay of Plenty branch to expand the make up of the 
Management Agency to better reflect the industry. 


The Management Agency has resolved after deliberation to 


increase the membership by two members, agreeing to move 
forward in the following way: 
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* The AFB NPMS Manager to write to all recognised 
beekeeper organisations seeking nominations to fill the 
additional positions on the Management Agency. 


(Note: The above mailing has taken place.) 


-+ An invitation to forward nomination(s) to be included 
in the October 2007 New Zealand BeeKeeper journal; 
this edition goes to all registered beekeepers. 


+ The Management Agency to appoint an independent 
recruitment professional to oversee the selection 
process. 


The Management Agency has developed selection criteria to 
assist in the process. 


The deadline for receipt of nominations is 5.00 pm on 9 
November 2007. 


Beekeeper, apiary and hive numbers 


There were 2,602 beekeepers, 19,228 apiaries and 313,399 
hives as at 20 June 2007, compared to 2694 beekeepers 
owning 300,728 hives on 18,954 apiaries this time last year. 
The downward trend of beekeeper numbers appears to be 
levelling off, with a net reduction of only 92 beekeepers in 
the last 12 months. This compares with 217 beekeepers in 
the previous 12-month period. By comparison, both apiary 
and hive numbers continue to rise, with an increase of 274 
apiaries and 12,671 hives. Most of this increase happened in 
the North Island (92% of the hive increase). 


AFB Disease Reports 


Between | June 2006 and 20 June 2007, 952 cases of AFB 
were found by beekeepers and/or AgriQuality Limited staff in 
540 apiaries. This is an average disease rate of 0.30% of hives. 
Of these AFB reports, 85 cases were found and reported in 
hives on 31 apiaries owned by beekeepers who are not DECA 
holders. This represents 0.007% of the total number of hives 
held by non-DECA holders. 


AFB Surveillance Programme 


In late 2006, early 2007 some 460 apiaries were selected to be 
part of the AFB surveillance programme this season. 


While inspections appear to be progressing well, at the time 
of preparing this report only 174 inspections have been 
returned, 


Part of the surveillance process is to review the selection 
criteria, with this latest round being no exception. A great 
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deal of time and effort went into reviewing the selection 
criteria (specifications); this appears in detail on page 19 in the 
October 2006 issue of the New Zealand BeeKeeper journal. 


Disease Elimination Conformity Agreements 
—DECAs 


As at the end of June 2007 there were 2,068 beekeepers with 
DECAs and a Certificate of Inspection Exemption (79% of 
beekeepers). These beekeepers are able to inspect their own 
hives for AFB and make reports to AgriQuality Limited on the 
authorised forms. No DECAs were revoked in the reporting 
period. 


The Management Agency has for some time been concerned 
with the high level of DECA holders who have yet to pass 
the AFB competency exam. Recent figures obtained from 
AgriQuality Limited state that of the beekeepers who are 
DECA holders (1,058), some 51% have yet to pass the test. 
Acknowledging this unacceptable level of non-compliance 
and the ample time DECA holders have had to comply, the 
Management Agency has resolved to revoke beekeepers’ 
DECAs who have not complied by 31 July 2007. The 
AFB NPMS Manager has been working closely with AFB 
Recognition Test Coordinator Mary-Ann Lindsay to encourage 
past trainers to make themselves available for conducting 
training courses, as well as liaising with NBA branch 
secretaries to organise such training days. The response from 
all concerned could be better, especially given the resolve of 
the Management Agency to follow through on their decision 
to revoke. 


Please phone Ken Clements on: 
Or Sam Rainey 


Fax: (07) 533-1118 


Annual Disease Returns — ADRs 


Clause 27 of the AFB NPMS Order states “On or before 1 
June in each year, every beekeeper must, for all hives owned 
by that beekeeper, complete and send to the Management 
Agency an Annual Disease Return — ADR”. 


AgriQuality Limited reports that to 20 June 2007 there were 
816 ADR defaulters, representing some 39% of beekeepers. 
We are informed this is lower than the historic average, but 
consistent with last year’s result. 


As your Manager, I consider these statistics—that in turn 
reflect the attitude of some to the strategy—to be totally 
unacceptable. The challenge before the Management Agency 
is to greatly improve this trend. The industry must come 
to terms with and appreciate the need to comply with the 
ADR requirement if we are to take the eradication of AFB 
seriously. 


Other reportable statistics for reporting period 


¢ Total Number of DECAs Reviewed/Amended/ 
Revoked 
14 DECAs have been formally reviewed, with 
approximately another 20 to 30 informally reviewed 
as part of the strategy’s counselling programme. 

e Beekeepers requiring Certificates of Inspection 
(COD 
There are 12,027 hives on 1,187 apiaries owned by 
534 beekeepers that require a Certificate of Inspection. 


0800 4 PROPOLIS 
0800 477676 


Email: ken.clements @comvita.com 


or deliver to: Comvita, Paengaroa Junction, Te Puke 


PROPOLIS — PROPOLIS — PROPOLIS — PROPOLIS 


Payment Terms 

Single payment on Propolis purity results. Comvita endeavours to make payment within twenty working 
days of receipt of the Propolis and all necessary documentation. Documentation required are; Harvest 
Declaration, Transfer Statement, and Comvita Propolis Questionnaire Statement. Minimum receipt quantity 
is five kilograms. 

Current payment values; Propolis which has been exposed to PDB, Fuvalinate, and Lead residues, $150 
per kg pure plus GST. 

Propolis which has not been exposed to these residues, $225 per kg pure plus GST. 


SCRAPING AND MESH PROPOLIS REQUIRED 
FREE PROPOLIS REMOVAL FROM MESH MATS 


SOUTH ISLAND SUPPLIERS 


Freight forward your propolis to Te Puke by Post Haste Couriers or Mainfreight. 
Contact Ken or Sam for details. 
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There are 419 Certificate of Inspection defaulters 
(78%). 

e Number of unregistered apiaries found — action 
taken 
24 unregistered apiaries have been found during the 
reporting period. 

¢ Number of abandoned apiaries found — action 
taken 
Three abandoned apiaries were found and were 
destroyed by AgriQuality Limited. 

e Number of beehives infected with AFB destroyed 
on default of a notice issued 
AgriQuality Limited reports they have not destroyed 
any hives on default of a notice during this reporting 
period. All beekeepers complied with notices 
issued. 

e Number of Restricted Place Notices sent to 
beekeepers under the AFB NPMS 
One restricted place notice was sent restricting 
movement of bees and bee equipment over an entire 
commercial operation. 

* Number of apiaries inspected on default of a notice 
issued 
Nil. 

¢ Number of AFB robbed out hives found or 
reported 
Four hives were reported to have been robbed out. 


Unregistered hives 


The Management Agency is becoming increasingly concerned 
(with what we accept as anecdotal evidence only) that an 
estimated 30% to 40% of hives are still not registered, not 
to mention those beekeepers who do not declare their hive 
holdings in an accurate manner. It must be understood 
that non-compliant hobby and commercial beekeepers are 
also signing false declarations for the AFB NPMS. As a 
consequence these beekeepers could jeopardise the export of 
honey products from this country. 


With the above in mind, discussions have taken place with a 
number of agencies who we believe may be able to assist us: 
these include New Zealand Aerial Mapping Ltd (Hastings), 
TUMONZ (Rotorua) and Helicopters Otago Ltd (Mosgiel) to 
assess the various options available. 


The Management Agency has resolved to put funding aside 
immediately for a helicopter surveillance operation covering a 
region (confidential to the Management Agency) on a trial basis 
only. It is anticipated the trial will be over a four-hour period. 
Modern GPS technology allows for extremely precise flight 
patterns to be controlled. Flight direction will be controlled 
manually using a less complex GPS on the helicopter and a 
grid search will be carried out, with each search line being 200 
metres parallel to the initial line. When an apiary is sighted 
the helicopter will divert from its flight plan and momentarily 
hover over the site, while another GPS unit will be used to 
mark the site and number of hives recorded. 


Following this exercise the Management Agency, along with 


AgriQuality Limited, will then analyse the results, which in 
turn will help in determining the way forward. 
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HortResearch retail honey pack sampling 


Under the direction of the Management Agency, during June, 
July and August 2006 the AFB NPMS Manager purchased, 
from a variety of different sources and locations from across 
the country, some 45 pots of honey from retail and supermarket 
shelves for supply to HortResearch for testing. It was agreed 
for reasons of credibility and transparency the purchases be 
the sole responsibility of the Manager. 


HortResearch, in their 28 March 2007 report to the 
Management Agency, advised that none of the lines tested 
had detectable levels of P. larvae. 


It is encouraging to note that the results of the retail honey 
pack exercise confirms the trend from last year’s honey testing 
samples for AFB NPMS, with 0.1% of honey samples testing 
positive. According to HortResearch, these results show 
that there appears to be a decrease in the number of samples 
testing positive. 


Regional visits AFB NPMS Manager 


The Manager has, during the reporting period, participated in 
a number of regional meetings and field days: 


Hawke’s Bay industry meeting 5 May 2006 
Poverty Bay industry meeting 6 May 2006 
Bay of Plenty Field Day 10 June 2006 
Otago/Southland Open Day 7 October 2006 
Southern North Island industry meeting | November 2006 
Whangarei industry meeting 7 March 2007 
Tauranga meeting with NBA members 17 April 2007 
Auckland industry meeting 10 May 2007 


A number of recommendations emanating from the above 
meetings have either been implemented or are in the process 
of being implemented. 


One suggestion put forward from a number of meetings is 
the introduction of an AFB monthly newsletter summarising 
any AFB finds that have been notified or located by way of 
surveillance. The Management Agency is planning to publish 
the first monthly news sheet in early July, copies of which will 
be forwarded to NBA branch secretaries and other related 
organisations for wider distribution. 


Authorised Persons Level 2 (AP2s) 


The Management Agency has as one of its key objectives for 
2007 the task of increasing significantly the number of AP2s 
to assist in the detection of AFB, surveillance for varroa in 
the South Island as well as assisting in the Exotic Bee Disease 
Surveillance Programme. 


The first stage of this exercise involved the development 
of guidelines, which resulted in the Management Agency 
releasing a document titled “Guidelines for Selection of 
Authorised Persons Level 2 (AP2) Pursuant to Section 103 (6) 
of the Biosecurity Act 1993 for the Purposes of the National 
American Foulbrood Pest Management Strategy”. This 
document was mailed to all NBA branch secretaries, the Bee 
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Industry Group and all other beekeeping-related organisations, 
extending to same an invitation to submit nominations for 
AP2 training courses. 


It is appropriate at this point to acknowledge the time and effort 
accorded this exercise by Jane Lorimer, who was the driving 
force behind the development of the guidelines document. 


The Management Agency is pleased to report that we have had 
an excellent response with courses scheduled as follows: 


Gisborne 11 July 2007 
Napier 12 July 2007 
Palmerston North 13 July 2007 
Hamilton 17 July 2007 
Whangarei 24 July 2007 


It is expected some 75 people will be added to the list of 
available AP2s. 


In addition to the above the Management Agency successfully 
carried out the AP2 renewal process. 


Operations Manual 


The Management Agency has over the reporting period spent 
considerable time in reviewing totally the Operations Manual. 
This task has involved hours of discussion, during which 
the development of policy has not only taken place, but a 
comprehensive rewrite also. 


The document is all but complete, requiring a final edit. 
Acknowledgements 


As the AFB NPMS Manager, I am extremely fortunate to have 
supporting me such a dedicated and able group of people who 
make up the Management Agency. 


My sincere thanks to you all for your continued guidance 
and advice. 


Conclusion 


I believe the strategy is meeting both its objectives and targets; 
however, the Management Agency cannot do it alone—it 
requires total support from the industry. 


- Rex Baynes & 
AFB NPMS Manager 
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all affected parties in the industry and to do this, the NZFSA 
will need all representative groups to write and ask for funds 
to be collected from industry members and the total amount 
required to be collected. 


- Jim Edwards 
Chairman, BPSC 


[Editor 5 note: this article should be read in conjunction with 


the report on the NZ Honey Packers and Exporters AGM on 
page 7.] & 
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Roy Paterson Trophy 
2007 


The Roy Paterson Trophy for 2007 was awarded by Allen 
McCaw to New Zealand Honey Specialities represented by 
David McMillan. 


The trophy, which honours the late Waikato beekeeper and 
inventor, Mr Roy Paterson, is awarded annually at Conference 
to the most innovative ideas or inventions for beekeeping 
put forward by industry members. This year three entries 
were received and judged by international guest speakers 
Mike Brown from the UK and Dr Benoit Seifert from 


Switzerland. 


Allen McCaw (left) presents the Roy Paterson Trophy to New 
Zealand Honey Specialities representative, David MacMillan. 
Photo: Jim Edwards. 


New Zealand Honey Specialities won the 2007 trophy for 
their development of an exciting new range of fruit and honey 
drinks consisting of 80 percent honey content. These drinks 
have recently been introduced successfully to the upmarket 
chain of Waitrose stores in the UK. 


- Information provided by Jim Edwards, Allen McCaw 
and Mike Lynch A 


FOR SALE 


Good Clover Honey 


Phone 03 308 5062 
also Good Beehives for sale 
on site mid Canterbury 


Penrose Uncapper 


Very Tidy, reconditioned by Southgates in 
2004, needs some minor adjustments. 


Some spare parts. 

$5000.00 plus GST 

Kintail Honey Ltd - James Ward 
Phone 06 8558038 cell 0274465158 
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New ‘home’ for NBA 
Library 


The news for members is that the library ‘home’ has finally 
arrived at our beekeeping premises. We are pleased with the 
conversion of a new shipping container into a purpose-built 
library, which can be transported to where future librarians 
may live. The whole process has taken longer than anticipated 
and we are planning to carpet the floor before putting the 
books in. 


We would like to see more use made of the resources of the 
library, and welcome visits by members if they are passing 
through Ashburton. We ask that if you wish to visit please 
phone first to arrange a time that is convenient. We hope to 
have photos of the completed library in the next issue of the 
magazine. 


- Roger and Linda Bray 
Librarians 
Braesby Farm, 18 Buclands Rd 
RD 1, Ashburton 7771 
Ph/Fax 03 308 4964 
Email: birdsnbees@xtra.co.nz 


If your beehives are situated in a place for 
more than 30 consecutive days, it must be 


registered as either a seasonal or permanent 
apiary under the NPMS. 


Croftpak Limited 


Suppliers of Packaging 


PET Jars ( Polyjars ) 

PET Bottles 

Plastic Buckets and Pails 
Honey Comb Base and Lid 
Specialty Fancy containers 
Glass Jars and Bottles 
Metal and Plastic Closures 


For all your Honey Packing Requirements 
Contact: 


Croftpak Ltd 

9A Grafton Street 
P.O.Box 28024 
Beckenham, Christchurch 


Tel: 03-366-0280 

Fax: 03-366-0287 

After Hours: Greg: 0274322090 
Email croftpak@xtra.co.nz 
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Photos: Roger Bray. 


Bee-Quick 


Bee-Quick! A great product for use 
in the hive has been approved for 
use by MAF and NZFSA. 


Bee-Quick has been extensively 


tested for effectiveness and safety. 
No known residues have been 
found. 


Be quick to order your Bee-Quick 
for the coming harvest season. 


For orders 
Ph 06 342 9944 or 
O7 322 1069 


Email sales@beequick.co.nz 
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National Beekeepers Association of NZ Inc. 


"The Otago and Southland NBA Branches wish to acknowledge and sincerely thank all 
sponsors and service organisations for their generous support of the Annual Conference. 
These organisations will appreciate your support in the future." 


Prime Sponsors 


aa 
8 100% PURE 
www.ecroyd.com 


Your innovative Packaging Solutions Partner 


Major Sponsors 


FRAG 


manuka RURAL FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Beckeepe as health 


wore bechivesco ng 


@ HP Packaging (New Zealand) Ltd & LLa 
À 4 Bay Treatments Ltd 


@ Croftpak Limited 


Supporting Sponsors 


Associate Sponsors 


D New Zealand Honey Producers Co-op farmdata.co.nz 
Agriculture ITO 
Apiary Services Ltd 


D Agriquality NZ Ltd 
BD University of Otago 
BD Xcluder Fencing Company 


BD Agribusiness Training Ltd 
D Extracts New Zealand Ltd 


Protector Safety Ltd 


Henriet 
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NBA Conference Dunedin 2007 


MB 155) 
rey saws 


Above: NBAAGM attendees 

Below clockwise from top left: Dr Benoit Seifert, Reuben 
Stanley, Ecroyd Beekeeping Supplies display stand and 
seminar attendees. 

Photos: Neil Andrews and Frank Lindsay. 
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More Conference photos 


Clockwise from top left: lan Berry and Frances Trewby; 
discussion panel; Joe Peeters and sons; John Berry, Mary- 
Anne Thomason, Peter Berry & the Master of Ceremonies; 
Jan Fergusson, Mori & Kevin Gibbs; Neil & Trish Walker; Allen 
McCaw & Dunedin Mayor Peter Chin; Jane Lorimer. 

Photos: Mary-Ann Lindsay. 
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Ph +64 3 489 0066 
Fax +64 3 489 0071 
Web www.varroa.org.nz 


Varroa Agency Incorporated 
PO Box 304 
Mosgiel 


VARROA AGENCY INC 


Varroa Agency Incorporated News 


Update from Varroa Agency Chairman Duncan Butcher 


South Island Varroa Surveillance 2007 


The varroa bee mite appears to be confined to the Nelson 
area, following the Varroa Agency’s annual South Island 
varroa surveillance programme. 


No further infestations of the varroa bee mite have been 
found in beehives in the greater South Island area (outside 
the Nelson Controlled Area), following this year’s varroa 
surveillance programme. 


However, two further varroa infestations were found inside 
the Nelson control area, just east of the original positive apiary 
at Pelorus Bridge, first detected in July 2006. Restricted 
Place Notices have been placed on these apiaries and further 
surveillance of the operator’s apiaries was arranged. 


So far no more positive sites have been reported. 


A total of 10,033 hives in 909 apiaries were selected to be 
sampled for varroa right across the South Island. Priority 
testing areas involved all urban areas over 200 hectares, 
airports and seaports and bee product processors or exporters 
who received product from the North Island. Also tested 
were hives close to honey factories, and hives on or close to 
major highways. 


Seventy two percent (7,229) of the hives were tested by the 
time the programme concluded on June 30, 2007, with 45 
Authorized Person Level 2 inspectors carrying out testing. 
Nine AP2s did not complete sampling their allocated 
apiaries. 


The Varroa Agency has operated a surveillance 
programme for three seasons now, which 
involved sampling hives in autumn each year, 
the selection of surveillance apiaries based 
on risk modelling, with the models changing 
slightly from year to year. 


As well as its own surveillance programme 
in the South Island, the Varroa Agency also 
monitored apiaries in the east and south of the 
Nelson Controlled Area on behalf of MAF. 
MAF wanted to know if varroa had spread east 
into Marlborough and or into a 50km band 
south of the Nelson/Marlborough Controlled 
Area line. 


(4,991) of the boards from that 
surveillance programme have 
been returned and sent to Gribbles 
Veterinary Pathology Ltd. 


In total the VAI allocated 1,402 
apiaries and 18,438 hives to be 
sampled, with AP2s actually 
testing 12,220 hives (66%). 


MAF is now examining the programme results from the 
Nelson Controlled Area and looking at allocated sites that 
weren’t tested to see if there are any gaps in the ‘surveillance 
ring’. It will decide if any of the apiaries not tested can be 
done in the spring or left until autumn 2008. MAF hopes 
to consult on the completed varroa surveillance programme 
and on a planned programme for later this year and or next 
autumn. 


MAF will be discussing these issues during another series of 
‘Living with Varroa’ workshops scheduled for August 2007. 
Two-day workshops for commercial beekeepers will be held in 
Christchurch, Timaru, Alexandra and Gore beginning 30 July, 
with concurrent evening workshops for hobby beekeepers in 
Christchurch, Timaru, Dunedin, Alexandra and Gore. 


The Varroa Agency and MAF are very grateful to those 
beekeepers who carried out this surveillance programme 
and recognise it would not have been possible without their 
support. 


Continued on page 20 


Sars a, 


An additional 493 apiaries and 8,405 hives were 


allocated for testing in the Nelson/Marlborough/ 
Buller/West Coast area. To date 60 percent 
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Apiary Proposed Surveillance March 2007, Nelson area surveyed. 


Continued from page 19 
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Biosecurity New Zealand Varroa Surveillance, South Island 
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Letter to the editor 


Chilean beekeeper seeks work 
Hello, 


My name is Matias, I’m from Chile and I’m looking for job 
in Agriculture or Beekeeping area. Please contact me for 
any suggestion. 


Thank you so much. 


Matias F Rebolledo 

22 Seaside Avenue 

Waterview Auckland 

(09) 820 3214 or (09) 828 5379 
mf.matias@gmail.com 


(Please contact Matias for a copy of his CV.) & 


Three Life 
Memberships awarded 


As can be seen on the front cover, the 2007 Annual General 
Meeting recognised the service of three NBA stalwarts and 
made awards to Bob Blair from the Auckland Branch, Allen 
McCaw from the Otago Branch and to Jane Lorimer, the 
retiring National President. 


- Jim Edwards & 


TUN nicl if (hes Compan 


Beehive Boxes 
| Full Depth | 
3⁄4 Depth 
Top-feeders | 
Beehive Floors | 
Etc. etc. 


Untreated Kiln Dried 


| or bee friendly 


Tanalised® Ecowood™ 


ECOWOOD > 


www. tanalisedecowood.com 


contact Daan or Derek 


Call us free on 0800 657 934 


Visit our website: www. tunnicliffes.co.nz 
37 Kowhai Ave, PO BOx 54, Edgecumbe, Fax 07 304 8208 
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From the colonies ; 


Auckland Branch 


Our power was off for 24 hours as some really strong winds 
blew through the night before. We’d just returned from 
our holiday up North before the torrential rain flooded out 
Northland. Luckily I’ve got all my hives strapped down now: 
it gives you peace of mind. 


Recently I went on surveillance as contracted by AgriQuality 
Limited to check hives for AFB and exotic diseases. It was 
my first time out on surveillance and I was surprised/horrified 
by some of our findings—see the photos below. 
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Photos: James Harrison 


Most of the hives were in good order. Some hives were 
non-existent, which meant a lot of looking through paddocks 
and orchards trying to find hives that weren’t even there. 
One group of 10 hives in the Auckland area were downright 
appalling. With the hives pushed hard up against each other 
in rows it didn’t leave much room for inspecting, if they’d 
even bothered to look at their hives at all. Although there was 
no sign of disease, three hives out of the 10 were dead. In 
one hive, the brood chamber had only five frames pushed to 
one side so the bees had built burr comb throughout, making 
it impossible to inspect. We also found old varroa treatment 
strips that had been there so long the bees had built comb 
over the top of the strips and just left the ends sticking out 
through the wax. That one hive had three separate strips 
from different occasions. It seemed as though the beekeeper 
had just kept opening the hive every now and then to stuff a 
different strip in. 


It makes you wonder why some people bother keeping bees; 
actually you wish they wouldn’t. There are some people out 
there just letting the rest 
of us down. 


I didn’t make it to 
conference this year so 
will have to catch up with 
what went on when I get 
back from my annual 
leave. 


Congratulations to 
Bob Blair for his life 
membership of the 
NBA—you’ ve earned it. 


- James Harrison 


Bob Blair, new NBA life member. 
Photo: Jim Edwards 


Waikato Branch 
As one who did not attend conference this year, it has been 


difficult to catch up with beekeeping colleagues and find 
Continued on page 23 
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C Ceracell Beekeeping Supplies Ltd | 


CBS HONEYCOMB FOUNDATION MANUFACTURERS | 
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT 
S 24 ANDROMEDA CRESCENT, EAST TAMAKI, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 


P O BOX 58 114 GREENMOUNT, AUCKLAND. 
PHONE: (09) 274 7236, FAX: (09) 274 0368, EMAIL: CERACELL.BEE.SUPPLIES@XTRA.CO,.NZ 


Apistan 


The most effective Varroa Treatment 
The most reliable Varroa Treatment 


The standard against which other treatments are measured 
Registered bee medication in over 50 countries worldwide 


- Eliminates up to 100 % of all mites in a hive 

- Strips can be used in a hive for up to 8 weeks 

- Will not give sub-lethal dose during 8 week period — controlled release combined 
with therapeutic dosage, used correctly will not promote resistance in mites. 

- Proven efficiency from beginning to end of treatment period 

~ Apistan is that effective that it will resurrect hives that are collapsing from parasitic 
mite syndrom 

- No reported resistance to date in NZ 

~ Economic to use only two strips per brood nest required 

> Long shelf life, current stock 2009 expiry 

- Apistan is not affected by removal from its packaging and can be repacked for use if 
necessary. 

- Packed 10 to sealed foil pouch, 10 pouches per carton = 100 


For more information please contact us or refer to website http://www.vita-europe.com 


Looking for a totally alternative treatment in the warmer months then try 


Apiguard 


- Up to 93% efficiency rate 

- Works best in warmer temperatures 

- Thymol based treatment. Thymol is a natural constituent found in thyme and some 
honeys such as lime. 

- Withdrawal period for honey: 0 days 

- Easy to use foil trays, sold in carton of 10 x 50g trays. 2 trays per treatment per hive. 
Also available in 3 kg tubs. 

- Registered in over 36 countries worldwide including such countries as Germany, 
France, Italy, Switzerland, UK and USA. | 


For more information ask for a brochure or refer to website 
http://www.vita-europe.com 


| 
| 
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Continued from page 21 

out what is going on in our patch. I can only focus on the 
King Country area but the story does seem much the same 
everywhere; i.e., some hives have hatching brood and are well 
advanced, others are on the point of starvation. Also | have 
heard of a possible case of spray damage lingering on into 
winter, with 75 percent of a yard dead. And there have been 
lots of lids off due to wind damage. 


The weather has certainly created havoc—it will be interesting 
to see how much damage has been caused to incipient flower 
buds, meaning will there be a bush crop? Will there be a 
manuka crop? 


The Branch has finally completed the AFB audit with over 60 
apiaries inspected. We are hoping to undertake the next audit 
in the spring and by then will have more AP2s to assist—they 
will have completed their training in July. 


Again on the issue of hatching brood, our congratulations to 
Byron and Michelle Taylor, who have recently added another 
daughter to their brood. 


- Pauline Bassett 
Poverty Bay Branch 
More rain...oh well, hope it’s gone by spring. 


The July conference was another good one thanks to the Otago 
Branch. After a stroll round Dunedin in the cold I found a 
neat fish shop like what I saw as a kid, with heaps of cheap 
crayfish and allsorts. I don’t mind our honey going to Japan 
but our crayfish...you don’t see our crayfish in the shop in 
Gisborne anymore. 


Conference is always good for discussion, and in talking 
with the honey buyers one theme emerging is the demand for 
organic products, which is great. I hope the South Islanders 
keep their organic status, those who have it, and will retain a 
premium for their product. 


On another note, it’s good to talk to beekeeping parents whose 
kids are showing interest and learning beekeeping and are not 
scared of bees. It’s wonderful as my kids are doing the same, 
and will hopefully be still doing it as the decades roll without 
being worried by all the hassles the industry has to deal with. 
I would not have any other vocation. 


Hopefully a good spring for all. 
- Don Simm 
Bay of Plenty Branch 


We had an excellent Branch field day in June with interesting 
speakers and helpful discussion on wax moth and residues. 


For Lease 


RMP registered extraction premises 


available in the Whangarei region. 
Contact Findley 09 4388828 
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Special thanks to the organising committee for the time and 
effort such events take, and to the speakers for informative, 
thought-provoking presentations. 


Unfortunately it is still evident that some beekeepers are still 
neglecting to remove varroa treatments. This only hastens 
resistance and disaster. Please use miticide treatments 
correctly as your misuse impacts on all of us. 


The autumn drought has broken and now we look forward to 
“bog wheeling” sites (taking a 4WD through muddy holes). 
While the rain continued at home we enjoyed the hospitality 
of Dunedin and an excellent conference. There will be more 
detail on conference at the next branch meeting from our 
delegate: look forward to it, Jody. 


We are now off to warmer climates for a well-earned break 
before the madness of spring sets the cycle in motion again 
for another season. 

- Barbara Pimm 

From the Bay of Plenty Branch delegate: 

It was great to see so many Bay of Plenty Branch members 
at conference. BOP won the branch competition for saucy 


sporrans and bonny bonnets. 


- Jody Mitchell 


Branch competition winners Jody and Ralph Mitchell, Barbara 
and Alan Pimm. Photo supplied by Jody Mitchell. 


Hawke’s Bay Branch 


The rains have finally come to Hawke’s Bay; indeed at the 
moment they don’t seem to want to stop. Unfortunately it is 
too late for any real grass growth and many farmers are really 
feeling the pinch. What effect this will have on the bees next 
year is unclear but we can only hope for the best. 


Quite a few people from Hawke’s Bay attended this year’s 
conference in Dunedin, where we all had an interesting and 
educational time. I was able to follow most of the scientific 
talk (not all) but some of the marketing talk was way over 


Continued on page 24 
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my head. For example, what is a “New Zealand unique value 
proposition”? 


I made a lot more headway with homovanillyl alcohol (found 
in Royal Jelly) and Methyglyoxal (found in Active Manuka 
honey). 


- John Berry 


PS: if you want to know what a ‘New Zealand unique value 
proposition’ is, check with (undertake meaningful dialogue 
to ascertain the pertinent data with) New Zealand Trade and 
Enterprise. 


Southern North Island Branch 


The last couple of months seem to have rushed by. It has 
been an educating time: seminars for DECA courses; an AP2 
course and a refresher for some of us; and, of course, the 
annual conference in Dunedin. I came back with a heavy cold, 
so thanks to someone for passing on the germs—never mind. 
Conference was most interesting with a lot of stimulating talks 
on aspects of beekeeping. 


Most members around our area are working on winter chores, 
making up new gear—boxes, floors, roofs, and getting frames 
ready. I have yet to do mine. At least in our area it has been 
fine and frosty, and the paddocks are dry and easy to drive 
over so feeding hives is not difficult. Our thoughts are with 
the Northern beekeepers and the problems that they must be 
experiencing—we had similar flooding conditions in 2004 in 
the Wanganui and Manawatu areas, 


I noticed when checking hives two weeks ago that a lot of the 
queens are still laying; some even had fresh nectar! Every 
year is a surprise: the bees work in their own way and not 
always to our timetable. However hives close to the sea have 
a different climate to those further inland. 


We look forward to spring—yjust around the corner now. 


- Neil Farrer 


Canterbury Branch 


The Canterbury Disease Recognition Course and Competency 
Test for AFB will be held on Saturday 22nd September 2007, 
at the Hornby Workingmen’s Club, Carmen Rd, Christchurch, 
9.30 am. Cost $50. 


All applicants will need to register before 28 August with 
Linda Bray at ‘Braesby Farm’, RD 1, Ashburton. 


Enquiries to Lindsay Moir, Trainer, ph 03 388 3313 or Linda 
03 308 4964. 


Congratulations to the Southland and Otago 


branches for co-hosting such a successful 
conference. 
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Southland Branch 


June in Southland came and went with very little beekeeping 
done. The weather was cold and wet so for winter relaxation 
the best thing to do was to take a boat through the ice and 
snow to Milford Sound and go fishing! 


Doug's fishing trip. The photo was taken by his fishing mate 
Brian King of Te Anau. 


Thanks go to HortResearch for bringing Mark Goodwin to 
Invercargill to have a ‘no nonsense’ talk on varroa. Hopefully 
Mark will be able to come down again as varroa moves down 


the South Island, just to refresh our memories. 


A successful conference was held in Dunedin at the beginning 
of July—thanks go to the team who organised it. 


- Doug Lomax & 


QUEEN BEES 


Quality Italian queens 
for Spring and Autumn 


Order your queens early 
to avoid disappointment 


SOUTHERN SUN APIARIES 
P.O. Box 101 
Foxton 

Phone 027 248 9419 
06 363 8555 

Fax 06 363 8552 


Email garym@southernsun.co.nz 


North Island Only 
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Residue realities 


“Don’t use unapproved chemicals.” 


That was the hard-hitting message from Airborne Honey’s 
Peter Bray in a polished seminar presentation. He made 
use of extensive computer graphics to show how and why 
our export honey was increasing in price—at the expense of 
chemical-tainted naughties like China and Argentina. The 
latter is out of the US market because of detected chemical 
residues; China too has been banned from the US market, as 
well as in Japan and the EU. 


The chemical non-tolerance was getting tighter and tighter. 
The EU has a 10 parts per billion residue limit. That, he said, 
was the equivalent of two Panadol tablets in 50 tonnes of 
honey. And testing techniques are getting better and cheaper 
all the time. Peter went into considerable detail about the 
new spectrometry technology his company uses. 


Be wise, and be warned. 


(As an aside, Peter contrasted our care with exports against 
the almost total lack of testing data on food coming into 
coming into New Zealand. Eat up, and wonder: pretty much 
all of our supermarket peanut butter, for example, is now 
produced and packed in China.) 


His other soapbox was the failure of AgriQuality Ltd to 
embrace technology to better plot hive sites. Using Google 
Earth (which many at the conference seemed familiar with) 
and GPS gave much greater accuracy and ease of monitoring 
than map grid references. 


But expect more debate before the spy-in-the-sky comes in. 
Peter Bray asked delegates how many would want their yard 
sites public knowledge. 


Not a hand was raised. 


- Mike Lynch Æ 


Queen Mandibular 
Pheromones 


Ideal for holding bees in mating nucs and 
to inhibit rogue cell production during 
cage out. 


Perfect for holding frames of brood 


before setting up nucs, keeping the bees 
calm and inhibits rogue cell production. 


Great for collecting lost bees. 


Small straws, keeps in freezer, order 
now for spring. 


Phone Kintail Honey Ltd - Mary-Anne 
Phone 06 855 8038 or 0274460451 
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Genome jumps 


Dr Peter Deardon, University of Otago Biochemistry 
Department, gave a conference seminar paper “The 
Honeybee Genome: What it means, and what can we do with 
it”. Dr Deardon has provided this abstract of his talk. 


Over the last five years a remarkable project has been carried 
out in honeybee research. This was the sequencing of all 
236 million base-pairs of the honeybee genome (its DNA 
sequence). Honeybee DNA was extracted, broken into 700 
base-pair chunks, sequenced by a huge number of automatic 
sequencing machines and then the full sequence re-assembled 
from these fragments. In all, 1800 million base-pairs were 
sequenced and assembled, meaning that each base-pair was 
sequenced seven times on average. 


After the sequence was assembled, a number of researchers 
from around the world took three years to annotate the 
sequence. This means they went and identified each gene 
(the bits of the genome that do things) and tried to work out 
exactly what it might do. At the end of this process, in 2006, 


- the Honeybee Genome was published in the leading science 


journal Nature. Two groups of New Zealand scientists (my 
group and Alison Mercer’s), both at the University of Otago, 
were part of the annotation effort, making the Honeybee 
Genome the first published genome that New Zealand 
scientists have contributed to. 


The sequenced genome allows scientists to do experiments 
that previously they only dreamed of. Part of the sequencing 
effort identified variable regions in the genome, allowing us 
to map genes associated with traits like honey production and 
aggressiveness very easily. In the future I expect that queen 
producers will provide information on the gene variants that 
their queens contain, giving their customers a preview of 
their likely performance in the apiary. 


In more fundamental research, a genome chip containing 
every single gene in the honeybee genome has been produced. 
This allows us to determine which genes are turned on or off 
at particular times and places in the honeybee life cycle. My 
group is using this technology to understand what genes are 
turned on or off when larvae are fed royal jelly and become 
queens. 


To researchers the honeybee genome presents a number of 
challenges: to carry out meaningful experiments, to decipher 
all the remarkable biology of honeybees, and to ensure the 
genome is translated into tangible benefits for the beekeeping 
industry. We look forward to working with the beekeeping 
industry to ensure we meet these challenges. & 


Wanted to buy 
up to 600 hives no AFB 


please email donsim1 @xtra.co.nz 
or cell ph 021 150 3041 
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Loaded questions 


Here’s a weighty notion to tantalise you while waiting for 
spring to arrive. Some time in the not-too-distant future it 
could save you a lot of miles, and give dreams of heavy supers 
some substance. 


Ross Ward, managing director of Beetech NZ Ltd, spoke about 
new technology at the Dunedin conference. He made a passing 
reference to “loadcells” being used in Tasmania to monitor 
the weight of remote hives, feasible anywhere with cellphone 
coverage, and monitored from the comfort of your home. 


It sounded tantalising, and chasing up inventive electronic 
and weighing—machine technicians in Dunedin got them quite 
interested in the concept, and the information that loadcells 
that give remote weight readings are already quite widely used 
in industry and farming (anything from forklifts and cranes 
to feed hoppers in chicken farms). The technology is getting 
better all the time, could be surprisingly cheap, and is well 
open to the inventive mind. The telemetry transmission is 
similar to that used to monitor river levels. 


Basically, a loadcell can come in many forms. Simply, it is a 
transducer that sends out an electronic signal corresponding to 
the pressure applied mechanically. It could be an aluminium 
bar that when stretched or stressed changes voltage, air or 
hydraulic rams, or a pressure transducer inside an air or fluid- 
filled bag. The only requirement is that it be weatherproof 
and operate smoothly. 


The consensus was that the sealed bag, perhaps between a 
couple of hinged steel plates, might be the go for beehives. 
For super weights the readings need not be that precise, but 
would need to be averaged to account for wind, etc. From 
there, using a processor board and RS232 protocol, the data 
goes to a cellphone transmitter powered by a solar cell, and 
can be sent out automatically or be interrogated from your 
home computer. The only caution is that because voltages are 
so low the system wouldn’t handle much cabling and perhaps 
best be restricted to adjacent hives. 


The cost for the electronic bits could be as low as several 
hundred dollars, but that’s where invention, and the Internet, 
comes in. 


If you want more information, find your local electronics whiz. 
Or you could contact Andrew Meek (Andrew@sclsolutions. 
com). Andrew has considerable experience in innovative 
medical electronics at the University of Otago. He once 
reputedly designed a metal-bar loadcell attached to the tails 
of laboratory rats to measure their blood pressure. 


- Mike Lynch ad 


FOR SALE 
Fix up those weak hives with nucs 


or singles from the South Island. 
Ph 0273919809 evenings. 
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GI moneybags? 


Niche marketing, and real or supposed healthy living, sells. 
Products as diverse as Milo, Vogel’s bread, and Extra Milk 
market themselves as “Low Glycaemic Index”—they break 
down relatively slowly during digestion and make for a 
better satisfied stomach, especially helpful with diabetes and 
pancreatic disease. Conversely, products with a high GI are 
more desirable for the likes of athletes, who need a faster 
blood-sugar response. 


The GI classification is a numeric classification of 
carbohydrate foods for blood-glucose response. Glucose is 
the standard at 100; fructose rates 23. 


Sara Macdonald, nutritionist and dietician at the Glycaemic 
Index Laboratory at the University of Otago, gave a persuasive 
hard-sell to the recent NBA Conference on the desirability of 
getting GI readings for New Zealand varietal honeys. It’s 
already been done in Australia, with surprisingly five out 
of six honeys coming out with low GI (35 to 52). Low GI 
honey could supplant artificial sweeteners, she said. 


She made no bones it could be a marketing tool. But Otago 
is New Zealand’s first accredited GI testing lab, and testing is 
not cheap; 12 trusted people have to stick to strict diets, fast, 
and present themselves for three hours of blood sampling 
from 6.30 in the morning. A product test might cost $3,000. 


No one put their hand up to enrol, but it mightn’t be too far 
away as misgivings get answered. The GI lab has a website 
(http://glycemicindex.otago.ac.nz/c), with information and 
email contacts. 


Sara was asked from the floor to answer a frequent question 
to honey-sellers: can diabetics safely eat honey? Yes, she 
said, but to be safest, it’s best consumed with a low-Gl 
(wholegrain) bread. 


- Mike Lynch a 


NewAFBNPMS Bimonthly 
Newsletter available 


The first issue of the AFB NPMS Bimonthly Newsletter is 
now available. This newsletter is produced by AFB NPMS 
Manager Rex Baynes, in response to beekeepers’ call for 
more information on the American Foulbrood National Pest 
Management Strategy (AFB NPMS). 


For reasons of economy it will not be practical to mail 
2600 beekeepers six times a year, so the newsletter will be 
distributed to contacts within the NBA branches, the Bee 
Industry Group and hobby-related organisations to make the 
necessary distribution arrangements within their groups by 
whatever means they consider appropriate. 


This first newsletter features a range of topics that in part 
covers what has happened over the past year plus other AFB 
NPMS-related issues. Future issues will address what has 
happened over the past two months. 


If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter, 


please contact the president of your NBA branch, ward 
representative, or hobby club. & 
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About the Apiary 


I am writing this in mid-July—it’s winter. Down south in 
Central Otago, the days are generally fine but the temperature 
hardly rises above 0°C. In Northland (when the bees are not 
swimming after recent flooding), the days are mild, between 
13 to 16°C, and the bees are starting to build up towards 
spring. 


In Wellington, being at the bottom of the North Island where 
it’s not protected by any ranges, we tend to get all the storms 
going through. Mostly we have cloudy days with rain 
and wind, interspersed with the odd fine day. Where the 
temperature gets to 13°C at midday a few bees can be seen 
flying for an hour or so, In the warmer southern suburbs hives 
are a lot stronger and have been working Pohutukawa flowers. 
These trees don’t know whether it’s summer or winter, or is it 
perhaps caused by the hole in the ozone layer? This might be 
the same weather phenomenon that has caused the Manuka to 
flower through the winter up north, where it’s been too cold 
for the bees to take any advantage of it. 


In most hives the queens will have started laying again (well, 
those that stopped laying have). Replacement bees are being 
reared to offset those dying of old age, by using stored pollen 
and honey. When these stores run out, the bees will raise the 
next generation using their body fats, but this shortens the 
bee’s life. Hence it’s most important to place your hives near 
early pollen sources. 


We can plant early spring sources in our gardens to assist 
our bees, but in the city the bees can get pollen from many 


BEEHIVE BOXES 


& BASES 


ECOWOOD" 


MADE TO ORDER 


TANE H3, H4, H5 OR Untreated 


TAN E 


For a free quote or more information, phone: 


Randall 06 327 4724 

Adam 06 327 7079 ext. 719 
Fax: 06 327 8501 CILW, 
Russell Street * PO Box 75 A 

MARTON 2 ; 
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flowering sources, including waste areas covered in gorse. 
But if you have hives on farmland it’s a different story. Most 
farmers today use every bit of their land to produce grass or 
crops—hardly the diverse environment needed to support an 
active and growing beehive. 


Generally in early spring bees can make a round trip of a 
few hundred metres before becoming chilled. Therefore you 
should site hives close to waste areas, or get permission to 
plant a line of pussy willows, Tree Lucerne, etc. along the 
fence line or in some scrubby areas to assist your bees. Once 
these shrubs have established they can be used as fodder for 
stock when grass is short, so apart from assisting your bees 
you could be assisting your farmer. Heel in two-metre lengths 
now so they have a chance to get established in the spring. If 
you are planting other woody plants you can make a rooting 
hormone by cutting 15 mm lengths of willow branches into a 
bucket with a little water. (The willow gives off the hormone 
to assist rooting). 


Checking winter stores, and other seasonal 
tasks 


A few days ago I visited several apiaries to see that all hives 
were standing and still have enough stores. Hives are ‘hefted’ 
to check that they are still fairly heavy. Rather than look inside 
the hives at the capped honey frames, you quickly learn to 
judge a hive’s weight from the outside. All that is necessary 
is to stand beside the hive and lift the back of the hive by the 
handgrip. If it lifts easily, check inside for stored honey. Less 
than three frames and the hives should be fed within the next 
couple of weeks. While it’s still cold, use an inverted feeder 
over the brood nest. Put the feeder on in the evening so that 
any excited bees will not attempt to fly outside the hive and 
become chilled. Or if you are like me and hold a supply of 
spare honey and pollen frames, put these in, as honey is far 
better than sugar—water mix at this time of the year. 


While in the apiary I trimmed the grass around the hives and 
looked in the odd hive that had no apparent bee activity. I 
started doing this without using a veil or smoker, and soon 
found that most of these hives had active colonies that were 
rather upset when I split them apart. It didn’t take me long 
to cover up after that. I also checked a few hives to see how 
damp they were. Close-fitting roofs allow the build-up of 
condensation given off by the bees, and this dampness (drips 
falling on to the cluster of bees) causes them to consume more 
honey to stay warm. A 3-mm twig ora match stick under each 
corner of the hive mat allows this condensation to dissipate, 
without increasing the airflow in the hive to such an extent 
that the bees consume more stores to keep warm. 


Generally I face my hives in different directions to prevent 
drift, and I noticed more dead bees in front of those hives that 
face away from the sun. The bees would have been coming 
in chilled, falling short in the grass without an opportunity to 
get back into the hive again, so I have been placing pieces of 
wood at an angle in front of the hive to assist those landing 
short. At my home hive I collect these bees up, put them in 
a container beside the fire, warm them up and return them to 


the hive after dark. : 
Continued on page 29 
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BAYVAROL” 


NZ’s No 1 VARROA TREATMENT 
Why? 


- it's highly effective (up to over 99% efficacy) 
it's the easiest to use (rigid strips - no curling) — 8 Week treatment now 


it's very safe to use (very important - approved in N.Z. 
especially for staff) 


it has twice the contact area (4 strips per 


brood chamber) — no residues detected 
very kind to beeswax, propolis & comb honey 


very gentle on queen bees & nucs 


— showing no signs of resistance 


it can be used during the honey flow if required 
We'd strongly recommend that you use Bayvarol® as 
one of your alternate treatments. 


Current prices 


We believe that 20 to 96 strips $1.87 + GST each 
See is rt ue 100 to 796 strips $1.75 + GST each 

€aland s most popular . * 
al to si oy 800 to 8800 strips $1.49 + GST each 
9600 plus strips $1.35 + GST each 


* For orders of one or more cartons, enquire from us to find out how to join in with a 
bulk purchaser and receive your strips at the best possible price. 


Packets contain 20 strips, cartons contain 800 strips. For orders of up to 100 strips 
please add $6 incl. GST for freight. Orders of 100 strips or more are despatched freight 
free to anywhere in New Zealand. Payment is required prior to despatch by Visa, 
M/Card, Cheque or Electronic Banking. 


For any enquiries or orders, contact Stuart Ecroyd 


Free Fax: 0800 233 929 or email: Bayvarol@beehealthy.co.nz 


Bayvarol ® - Registered trademark of Bayer AG Germany - Approved under the Animal 
Products (Ancillary and Transitional Provisions) Act 1999 


p Distributors, Exporters & Importers of Beekeeping Equipment 
Distributors of Bee Healthy & Beeway Honey & Bee Products 


www.ecroyd.com 


P.O. Box 5056 Papanui, Christchurch, New Zealand > 6A Sheffield Crescent, Burnside, Christchurch 
Phone: (03) 358-7498 œ Fax: (03) 358-8789 ¢ Free Fax 0800 233 929 • Email: ecroyd@beehealthy.co.nz 
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Continued from page 27 


Actually it’s a real pleasure to travel north 50 km to where 
it’s much warmer, and to observe the bees bringing back 
pollen and nectar. Spring is only a month away so get those 
winter chores done, as you won’t have time later on when 
everything is ‘go’ again. 


I also checked a couple of hives where I’d written ‘queenless?’ 
on the roofs. Sure enough, they each had a queen in them, but 
they were not laying so I suspect that they have not mated. I 
have a number of nucs put aside for this eventuality so next 
time through, I’ll be uniting them to these hives after removing 
the unmated queens. 


I also checked the mite drop in my trial hives (five Hungarian 
Konya Rotating Brood Nest hives and four Langstroth hives). 
I found some hives to be very light in stores, down to the 
last frame of honey. All these hives took a real hammering 
from varroa and the Langstroth hives were just saved from 
destruction by putting in treatments when they were down to 
three frames of bees, (full of PMS). I was really surprised 
that most had chewed through a full super of honey yet were 
only just starting to come away again. There was no evidence 
of robbing (that is, chewed flakes of wax on the inspection 
boards), so I can only presume that mite-infected bees need 
more honey to survive. 


Things to do this month 


Make replacement supers and protect the wood with a non- 
toxic preservative. Make up new frames and wire them, but 
do not put in the wax foundation until just before they go into 
the hives. Air plastic frames before coating them with wax. 
Check hives for wind and cattle damage after storms. Check 
stores: hives are very strong but some of them are very low 
and require feeding. Cut grass down around hives. 


Check for mites. I was preparing to move an apiary and was 
checking for AFB (15°C, no wind, bees flying between light 
showers—and this is winter?) when I noticed most hives had 
wet honey in them and several had signs of mite-damaged 
bees. Seems the bees have been out robbing last year’s 
swarms that are now breaking down and as well as bringing 
back honey, they have brought back mites. I am having to 
put strips in some apiaries to protect my bees. 


Kohekohe—winter flowering. 


- Frank Lindsay a 
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BIG changes 


As always, industry unity, and lobbying power, came up at 
the AGM. But a more positive move this year was that the 
breakaway (and Federated Farmers affiliated) Bee Industry 
Group wants somehow back into the NBA fold. 


Neil Farrer (Vice President) noted there were 2600 beekeepers 
nationally, but only 410 NBA members. However, BIG had 
now said it wanted to participate in the NBA executive. 


John Hartnell (Canterbury), the new BIG chair, said a recent 
BIG meeting suggested (unanimously) both groups become 
affiliated members of each other. “We’ve got to move forward 
as an industry.” 


Allen McCaw (Otago) said there was no bar in the NBA 
rules to new members joining, but executive positions were 
a different story; this would need a rule change, and was 
complex. 


Jeff Robinson (Christchurch Hobbyist Beekeepers) said he 
was a member of both groups, and wanted a new link. 


Peter Sales (Otago): Does BIG membership entitle individual 
BIG votes? No, only one vote, like hobbyist groups. 


Roger Bray (Canterbury) noted the original split was mainly 
in Canterbury, and the issue possibly needed sorting out there. 
But along with Bob Blair and Russell Berry, he said there 
needed to be a joint effort from the industry. 


Ricki Leay (Nelson) said he was a member of both groups; 
there had never been any slagging off of the NBA. But along 
with Brian Alexander (Auckland), he said the Federated 
Farmers weight was important. 


Allen McCaw: There’s no reason why BIG could not speak 
with its one membership voice. It doesn’t have to be a business 
deal; the executive can decide. 


Neil Farrer (with the right of reply): “It’s a good start.” 


- Mike Lynch 


Members are urged to discuss at your 
branch meeting and provide feedback to 
the Executive Council. & 


Hives For Sale 
in the Canterbury area. 
Phone Derek (03) 303 0730 or 
email newtond@xtra.co.nz 


POLYSTYRENE MATING NUCS 


Similar to those previously made by John Dobson 
Easy to use * Cost effective * Proven results 
1-100 $11.00 plus GST 100+ $10.00 plus GST 

Phone Steve, Apiflora NZ Ltd 
07 543 0984 027 4923 937 
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cluder’ 


Pest Proof Fencing Company 


Stainless Steel Mesh 


for Managing and Monitoring 


Varroa Mite in Bee Hives 


A corrosion resistant, long-life product 


The MAF guide for New Zealand beekeepers “Control of Varroa” recommends the use of 
mesh bottom boards in beehives to increase varroa mite mortality and reduce the likelihood 
of bee re-infestation. 


Grade 8 mesh x 0.7mm, 1m x 30m/roll, stainless steel mesh (304) 
(net hole size is approximately 2.5mm) 


10% deposit required with order 
Current price available on the Xcluder website 
www.xcluder.co.nz 


Grade 6 mesh stainles 


n 


steel 


Grade 6 mesh x 0.8mm, 1m x 30m/roll, stainless steel mesh (304) 


(net hole size is approximately 3.4mm) 
Note: 


10% deposit required with order Consignments are delivered to New 
Current price available on the Xcluder website Zealand every ten weeks. 
www.xcluder.co.nz 


The Xcluder Pest Proof Fencing Company has been providing high quality proven pest exclusion 
solutions for conservation and commercial projects throughout New Zealand for eight years. Xcluder 
purchases high volumes of quality mesh from established mesh manufacturers in China and can 
therefore purchase regular mesh supplies at highly competitive prices. 


Post/Fax/Email orders to: ORDER DETAILS 


Xcluder Pest Proof Fencing Company 
22 Matos Segedin Drive 

PO Box 939 

Cambridge 3450 


Fax 07 827 9062 
Email info@xcluder.co.nz 


R f Mesh Grade 6 Quantity (number of rolls) 
For more information please contact Mesh Grade 8 Quantity (number of rolls) 
Colin Woolsey - Supplies Manager Enclosed the 10% deposit amount $ 


07 827 9063 info@xcluder.co.nz Note: Mesh can be precut into panels on request — please talk to 
Colin Woolsey at the Xcluder office for pricing. 


www.xcluder.co.nz 
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Agrichemical Management Strategy 


Six organisations were present at a meeting at Zespri on 
Tuesday 19 June 2007 to discuss the reporting and policing 
of spray-related complaints: 


° Kiwifruit Growers Inc. (KGI) 

¢ Environment Bay of Plenty (EBOP) 

* New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZFSA) 

* Department of Labour (OSH) 

¢ Zespri 

*  Kiwifruit Pollination Association/Steve Weenink and 
Neale Cameron (KPA). 


The KPA had five goals for the meeting: 


l. Extract the KGI from the role of investigating 
complaints. 

2. Start dialogue between stakeholders. 

3. Begin the process of forming a robust system 
for the handling of complaints, investigations and 
prosecutions. 

4. Help in forming best practice guidelines. 

5. Convey the seriousness of the situation in terms of honey 
exports, to the community and effective pollination 
moving forward. 


The meeting was successful in the aim of extracting the 
KGI from investigating complaints. KGI now handles the 
education side and facilitates the 0800 number. Although the 
intention of the KGI was to reduce the number of incidents 


RAY DUNCAN 

Mobile: 021 739 760 

Phone: (09) 295-0510 

Fax: (09) 298-1048 

Email: rayd@interworld.co.nz 
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Buzzing News! Buzzing News! 


PLASTIC HARDWARE - Yes direct to you! 


BEEFRAMES ¢ FOUNDATION SHEETS 
e QUEEN EXCLUDERS 


(an associate of Interworld Plastics NZ Ltd) 


of the misuse of agrichemicals, the perception of those in the 
wider community was that they cannot police themselves and 
must not be in a position of screening complaints or making 
the decision to pursue. 


The setting up of a robust system for the reporting and 
investigating complaints is under way with a draft plan and 
positive dialogue between stakeholders. This needs further 
work, but I have confidence as long as we can continue 
working together we can come up with a system that may 
be able to be duplicated around the country. The key is 
to remember that we are all on the same side and this is a 
win-win for everyone involved. 


We also highlighted some of the incidents which we were 
involved with in the last spraying season. These incidents 
very clearly exposed the risk to our communities and the 
beekeeping industry posed by applicators who either don’t 
know their responsibilities, or simply don’t rate them as a 
high priority. 


For any queries feel free to contact me. 


- Neale Cameron 
Cellphone 027 499 1300 
e-mail neale@maxnet.co.nz 
KGI spray complaint number: 0800 232 505 & 


ORGANIC CERTIFIED 


BK 18 


Beetek Ltd 
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You cant help laughing 


My first contact with bees was seeing an observation hive 
at the Wellington Zoo where they also sold comb honey. I 
studied that comb for ages before we ate it, and it started a 
fascination that has continued. 


When I first started keeping bees, we collected swarms and 
they were generally quite nasty. I started reading bee books 
that proclaimed the value of requeening. So I followed that 
advice and requeened all my hives. Instead of becoming nice 
and quiet, they ended up worse-tempered. 


Visit to South City Print 


Members of the Executive and the Publications Committee 
visited the home of The New Zealand BeeKeeper while 
in Dunedin for the ù 

annual conference. 
This was a great f 
opportunity to meet 
Leonie Young and 
Allan Middlemiss, 
who are responsible 
for the layout and 
printing of our 
monthly journal. 


ig 


Glyn Burrows, Rex Baynes, Allan Middlemiss and Pam 
Edwards. Photos: Frank Lindsay. 


Fiona O’Brien, Frank Lindsay and Rex Baynes watching the 
July issue rolling off the press, operated by Glyn Burrows. 
Photo: Pam Edwards. & 
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These new bees had an interesting habit: you could take the 
hive apart and they would be okay. Then all of a sudden they 
would attack, so much so that it was difficult to see out of your 
veil. I don’t know what selection process was taken by the 
queen breeder, but docility was definitely not a feature. 


If you start in beekeeping, you need dedicated helpers. 
Because I was really scared of the bees even though fascinated 
by them, I used to sit inside the front room window, calling out 
instructions to my father about what to do. After a really good 
stinging, he gave me the ultimatum, “Look after them yourself 
or get rid of them”. I was too interested in them to get rid of 
them, so took the plunge and worked them myself. 
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Collecting swarms has its moments. I wanted to collect a 
swarm on the branches of a willow tree. It was quite high 
up and as I hate heights, called on the help of a friend. He 
climbed up into the fork of the tree and I passed him a stick to 
push the swarm so that it would drop lower. Perhaps I should 
have mentioned that he was directly under it. When the bees 
fell, he took off down the track running faster than he could 
have fallen. Being the fastest runner at school, he excelled 
himself and within seconds had disappeared out of the creek 
bed. I was looking over the top of the bank and couldn’t see 
him, only a few bees circling some long grass. He had gone 
to ground. I don’t know why he made a fuss: he received 
only three stings. 


- Gary Jeffery db 


SEATON 
VALLEY 
QUEEN 
BEES 


Order Now 
Don’t be disappointed 


S.V.Q.B. 
Matt Davidson 
SEATON VALLEY 

NELSON 


Mobile 0274 323 634 
Fax: (03) 540-2514 


Available for delivery from 
the top of the south to the top of the north 
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